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All praise is truly due to Allaah, the Almighty. We praise Him, 
tk His Help, and ask His Forgiveness. We seek refuge with 
Him from the evil of our souls, and from our sinful deeds. Me 
whom Allaah guides, no-one can misguide him, and whomever 
Allaah misguides, no-one can guide him. I bear witness that there 
is no deity worthy of worship, but Allaah, The Almighty Alone , 

and 1 bear witness openly that Muhammad Jf, is truly His Slave 
(servant) and Messenger. 
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Al-Ahzaab: ch. 33 


“0 you who Believe’ Ward-off from yourselves and 
your families a Fire whose fuel is men and stones 

In this verse, Allaah orders us to protect ourselves and our 
families from the Hellfire. Although this soorah deals with 
the personal life of Prophet Muhammad % and his 
righteous wives, its sixth verse is rather general in its 
meaning. All of us are responsible for our families, and we 
have to do our best to protect them from the Hellfire- the 
Fire which will have as its fuel, human beings and stones. 
The word ‘stone’ does not just apply to rocks, but also to 
all those non-living things which caused people’s deviation 
from the straight path. Therefore, what is meant is the 
material wealth that people run after, and the things that 
waste away one’s precious time (including music and other 
jtiaam pastimes). These things make people careless about 


aI) ‘Islaamic Family be 

"pon * ^" Ce of 

Allaah and the ideal example in the Sunnah 

the Messenger of Allaah 

(ii) The rights the husband and wife owe to one 
another. 

(iii) The responsibilities of parents towards 
their children. 

(iv) The responsibilities of children towards 

then* parents. 






I have taken ahaadeeth (pl. of hadeeth) from the most authe >■ 
sources to the best of my ability. If what I have attains * 
correct, then that is front Allah, and if I have made any mZl 
then n is from myself and from Shaytaan. "'stake, 


HOW an an ‘Ideal Muslim Family’be Established? 


Although social commandments begin with the birth of a child, 
the actual responsibility starts when an individual thinks of 
marriage. Essentially, an ‘Ideal Muslim Family’ consists of a 
righteous man and his wife. A Muslim must, therefore, pray to 
Allaah to be granted a pious and righteous wife, for it is onlv a 
pious woman who will nurture righteous children This then 

—. Mr ■ * M - ora. Mus ,, m ™ k J h ‘ s 

Al’aah mentions the first family, saying: 

“° Mankind’ Bp ,\ & 


^ ^ b? <&'/.> **■> & p%’$ 

^ 'p* ***?•) 

"\nd AUaah has given you wives of your own kind, 
and has given you, from her, sons, daughters and 
grandchildren, and has bestowed upon you good 
provision. Do they then believe in false deities and 
deny the favour of Allaah (by not worshipping 
Mlaah Alone)?” 7 

In the above verse, Mlaah calls Aadam’s mate his ‘wife’ 
(zawjaha) thereby defining the family as the association which, 
begins with marriage and eventually leads to the birth of children. 
This is the natural way and the way prescribed by the Qur'aan, as 
opposed to that which is seen in some societies, wherein children 
are bom before marriage, and are sometimes even invited to the 
marriage ceremonies of their parents, Subhaan-Allaah. 8 

Islam encourages marriage and commands its followers (o marry 
pious men and women: therefore, the first step towards the 


An-Nahl. ch. 16, v. 72. 
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... is the search for a 

". 23 Uj ji M ' - ; ~ 

u The Messenger of 
rf#— 7S * married for four things: 

ffjl.tr fmil, eutut, her beauty andher 
religion: so try to get one who is religious and prosper 
(lit, may your hand be smeared with dust). 

If a man marries a religious woman, then his life will become 
blissful. Their religion will cause them to love and respect one 

another. Hence, a Muslim must always prefer a righteous woman 
to be his wife. 
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The du'aa tor a righteous spouse and children 

Those who want to make the most of their married lives and live a 
life that gains Allaah’s pleasure, should ask Allaah for a righteous 
husband or wife. Examples of such du’aas can be found in the 
Qur’aan, wherein the pious supplicate to Allaah for righteous 
wives and offspring. 

^ i) U\f)ij brl'/jl L ^ 

“And those who say, ‘Our Lord! Bestow on us 
from our wives and offspring who will be the 
comfort of our eyes...’” 10 

4 t\ PAl\ diil Aiji LLiJ ^ LJb LiJ ^ 

“At that time Zakareeyaa invoked his Lord, saying 
‘O my Lord! Grant me from You, a good offspring, 
lou are indeed, the All-Hearing of invocation. 999 " 

“My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the 
righteous. ” 12 


0 Al-Furqaan: ch. 25, v. 74 . 
Aali-'Imraan: ch. 3, v. 38. 
M-Saaffaai: ch. 37, y. 100 
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marry, should fast, as fasting diminishes his sexual 


power. 


To have peace of mind, love one another, and to have 
each other 1 — 


Allaah says in the Qur'aan. 
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and that saying would have made him more hopeful. ” 


The narration explains that even sexual intercourse with one’s 
wife is not without purpose, but it is with the intention of having 
righteous children. S 

The significance of marriage, its purpose and the advantages that 

ate associated with it are self-evident. Peace of mind and a happy 
Ufe greatly depends upon the mutual relationship that develops 
between a husband and his wife. The main purpose of marriaL 
being that both the parties enjoy the pleasures of life with puritv 
(which can only be possible through wedlock! and u 
conchy Of the human race he mailed SKjJ *“ * 
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Uurayrah * relates that the Prophet # said, “A 
believing man should not hate his believing Wife, f 
he dislikes one of her characteristics, he will be 
pleased with another .” 16 
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The Mutual Rights of the Husband and Wife 


The ro\e of the husband 


The husband's duties- 
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Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, 
because Allaah has made the one of them to excel 
the other, and because they spend to support them 
from their means.” 17 


The Qur’aan therefore gives the husband a position of leadership 
over the family. However, this position is not without additional 
responsibilities. 


’Haiti- Obli obJCaJli £ 


Yoosuf ‘Alee’s translation. 






her or separate v ourself from her except in the 
house.” 

\maam NM> Daawood said, “The meaning of, ‘do not revile 
her,' is as if to say, 'May Ailaah revile you! 

isiaam does not encourage forcing women to work alongside men, 

in order to support the family. The wife’s role as prescribed by 

\s\aam \s, that she educate her children and try to develop in them 
the \slaamic spirit. However, if she does wish to work, and she 
abides by the regulations in lslaam as regards to her dress, the 
segregation in the workplace between men and women, and with 
respect to the type of work undertaken, etc. she may do so. In any 
case, she cannot be forced by her husband who, without a valid 
reason, fails to support the family. 

Even though it is essentially the husband’s duty to take care of the 
family as mentioned in the above hadeeth, some societies mistreat 
women in this regard. The woman is deprived of her birthright. 
Islaamically speaking, when a female baby is bom, from that day 
forth until she matures and is married to a man, her father, her 
brother, her uncles, and the male members of the’family have the 
responsibility of looking after her. They are responsible for 
fulfilling her needs. Unfortunately, like many other Islaamic 
injunctions, these values have been limited only to books. As far 


19 A woman has an equal right upon what her husband earns, for he has been 

™%tr27wlJ,Z Zr ‘ he househoM - In general, men are physically 
that the husband can resort in su j ,enon b'tn strength does not in any way mean 
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Tii “JTfiU members. Women often face similar 
problems from their husbands. The problem gets worse when the 
husband is drinking or gambling, in which case her sufferings 
may become unimaginable as she becomes the sole breadwinner 
of the house and all the responsibilities of the children fall upon 
her. Men abusing their wives in such a way are in reality, beasts. 
Such acts are tyrannical, unjust and ungrateful. Every’Muslim 
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“O you who Believe! Ward-off from yourselves and 
your families, a Fire whose fuel is men and 
stones .” 20 


h is further mentioned by the Messenger of AUaah 
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Narrated by ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Amr 4* that: I heard 
Allaah’s Messenger # saying, “All of you are 
guardians and responsible for your wards and the 
things under your care and each of you will be 
questioned about your flock. The Imaam (i.e., ruler) 
is the guardian of his subjects and is responsible for 
them, and a man is the guardian of his family and is 
responsible for them. A woman is the guardian of her 
husband's house and is responsible for it. A servant is 
the guardian of his master's belongings and is 
responsible for them. ” I thought that he also said, “A 


20 At-Tahreem: ch. 66, v. 6 
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absence, what Allaah has ordered them to guard...” 

22 

The Prophet therefore, stressed upon wives to be loyal and 
faithful to their husbands and to seek his pleasure, for which a 

great reward has been promised in the Hereafter. 

\i\ o\ 

, .. , , , , ' » 

o\l$ik> 

It is related by Anas 4* that the Prophet Msaid, 
“If a woman offers five times daily prayer , 
keeps the fasts of Ramadaan , guards her honour 
and obeys her husband, then she will enter 
Paradise by whichever gate she pleases. ” 23 


An-Nisaa ch. 4, v. 34. 


This hadeeth is found in al-Albaanee’s checking of Mishkaat al-Masaabih, 

vol. 2, p. 971-2, no. 3254 (also see note no.l on p.972 of this volume). He said 
that there is a supporting narration to this one, and it is declared authentic. 

The narration is found in Musnad Imaam Ahmad and is narrated by Abdur- 
Rahmaan Ibn ‘Awf: -» 
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Aboo Hurayrah 4> relates that the Prophet M 
advised, “Oh people! Follow my advice 
concerning the kind treatment of wives. (I order 
m to treat your wives with kindness and love). 
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If a man dislikes something in his wife, he should not ado 
attitude of hatred towards her, but rather he should look^t* T 

positive aspects in her and learn to admire her because 0 f ft 
The Messenger of Allaah % said, 
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Aboo Hurayrah relates that the Prophet M 
said , “A believing man should not hate his 
believing wife. If he dislikes one of her 
characteristics, he will be pleased with another.” 

25 


This is the way of the believers, as the Prophet M said, 
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This shows that there is a special goodness in treating one s wife 
well. In order to stress this attitude, the Prophet H added that he 
himself was good and considerate to his wives. 
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The purpo^ of having sexual intercourse with the wif e 


of sexual intercourse, apart from the pleasure 
^Tbnnas the couple, is to beget pious offspring, who 
,0 \e in Allaah’s cause, and lead to their parents wellbeing i n 

Hereafter. 29 
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Asking Allaah for righteous children, is asking Allaah to protect 
die children from the misguidance of Satan (Shaytaan), who is to 
man an open enemy and one who interferes in their relations. As 
Allaah & says: 
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Parent’s Duties to their Children 


As social commandments begin with the birth of a child, we begin 
with the Prophet's M sayings regarding birth and the duties of 
parents to the newborn child. We advise our Muslim brothers and 
sisters not to involve themselves with the innovations that are 
practised by those who are ignorant of the correct Sunnah They 
told strictly follow the teachings of their Prophet £ keening in 
mind that Satan is an enemy to them and their child. ’ P 8 
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tying if. plates that “ / 

Sra ndson H °~ aan of S al aa h ° W * he Pro P h e‘ M 

w*r > wken sr* • the ^»/ 

cf "ld was born to his 
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324,1° 5Qg 

V n l *‘ Un <m AL 
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lghl ear and Uie Prophet * 

3fi qaamah m the -r -»left 


j ^ . -«**£ 3 £S£^-* H,s 

ra - neek , fhp fami/ies Of the Sahaabah (i the 

**" aCh, T^ophet)^ey would fake if fo the Prophet * 
JEKiS- if and apply the pulp of a dale, chewed by 
hm. to its palate. This ‘tahneek' as it is known in ‘Arabic, was to 
keep the child safe from evil. Therefore , similarly when a child is 
horn into a Muslim family , it should be taken to a virtuous, pious 
person, so that this person may supplicate for the child and 
perform the tahneek. Tahneek is among those Sun an whose 
practice has become rare. May Allaah make us among those who 
adhere to the Sunnah (Aameen). 

« M fetfe till L ’J| . •- At. , 

^y-j^-l. . . , ' ^ 

. „„ ' 

their newh recites that “Tu 

bHn * 

l nnthe tahneek,*\f dhe »<>uld 
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Aqe*Q* h 

1V aoocoah c*rcn»ny. essentially consists of two acts 
: nm r7 the hair of the newborn baby (from the head), and 2 
c 0 ( the animal. In all communities around the world ^ 
hinh of , child is considered a blessing and some ceremonies are 
fold ,0 celebrate this event. Besides being a natural expression of 
„„ It also serves a special purpose, that is making it known, j n a 
suitable and dignified manner, that the father has accepted the 
child as his own and that there is no doubt or suspicion 
oweming this matter. It shuts the door to any mischief that could 
anse in the future. The practice of ‘aqeeqah was observed among 
the Wrabs, even during the period of ignorance, largely for the 
same reason. The hair on the child’s head was shaven and its 
weight in silver was given as charity. An animal was then 
sacrificed as a mark of celebration- this was a characteristic 
feature of Millat-u-Ibraaheem (the religion of Prophet Ibraaheem 
While preserving the practice in principle, the Prophet % 

^ ave a PP ro P na ie instructions setting out the example as to how the 
aqeeqah is to be done. 


^4Ji je,» :Jii jjft J\ j/Js-’j- 
Ij,i5 U Jiij jlij Je. jJL) 


\4Ja3 o 




4 Alee ^ 

^ u * h '«J U alt!, hat the Messe "ger of Allaah * 
lnh ' the son ofFn n the occasion of Hasan’s £ 
mmah * and‘Alee & and said, 


<<**•*? 

. sw« *£+***■ 

, ajta****? 

* 

,,,, j. that “During the Age 
, „ nr cu,d tv ******«£. ,o anyone of us, 
*" “ M i Z smar the Head of the 


» Suheeh Sunan at-Tirmithee: vol. 2, p. 93, no. 1226. This hadeeth 

does not mention on which day the animal should be slaughtered and when the 
head should be shaved, however, there are other narrations in which it is 
recommended that u be done on the seventh day. See Sunan Abee Daawood • vol 

Z Zz T 2 TiTST T d ~ Albaanee in s - ah - eeh Sunan 

f for boys and one' goat for gi^ s as““ tW ° g03tS 

l^Z v 0 | iCh 2 Tm aUthenticated "yZAZalZTZsahelh 

* a " d rewar dable bu, are nm ^ SCtS ' i e - those acts 

two, t0 „ Office two go a n ,?fo r 0rcom P uls °ty. In 

a* 6'v,„ g away" ch ! aff ° rd *■ °therw£ on! * m3 ‘ e Child . It is 
Z ai ' m Z 'Th Pr,Cecash . is al» ! f Sllver equal i n we,!h r 0USh ' In so ™e 

given to perfo^ nt ; h 0ned - This ag ain f ‘° the child's 





. mn the advice of the Prophet %) 
bccam< \ .1 nneeqah on the seventh day 


* . ■***- 


nnuncr become {0 ’' qah „ n the seventh day 

*~ * »* * * 
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- w hv •Ahdullaah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas <* 
li is repo e «y 0 whomsoever a child is 

ihai the Prophet M enrrifice of ‘aaeeqah 

bom, and he wants to perform a sacrifice J q 

on behalf of it, he should sacrifice two goats fo 
andoneforagirl.” w 

Tasmiya (naming the child) 

U \s from the teachings of the Messenger of Allaah #5. ,^ at man y 
member of the family be given a good name. Ironica y ^. s 
Muslims name their children after actors and sing ers • . n 

forbidden in Islaam. Those who ask Allaah to give them c 1 , e 

should also ask Allaah to make these children among 
tollowers of the Prophet Muhammad $S and adherents 


is 0 t0 h will <£V" ing f 

Sfcjf *»?JU «‘ da,ways 


— £ that *’ e 

IP"- etpl*" 15 . 

I* ftatl0t ' rot MU 5 '' 1115 ' 
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Sunon A btt Daawood vol. 2, p 199 no 2137. Saheeh Sunan 
bUW00i v “' 2.P 5«.„o.2469. 

!■■**? Ak “ “-wh* vol. 2. p. 547. no. 2467. S«B«" 
7*4. no. M36. 
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\ moled Aboo Hurayrah 4* The Prophet %said, 
J Sm .poke in the cradle bid three. The first was 
Ffvfl. the second the man from Banee Israaeel called 
1ura\j. Mile he was offering his prayer, his mother 
tame and called him. He said to himself, ‘Shall I 
answer her or keep on praying?’ He went on praying 
and did not answer her. His mother said, ‘Oh Allaah! 
Do not let him die until he sees the faces of 
prostitutes. ’ So while he was in his hermitage , a lady 
came in and sought to seduce him, but he refused. So 
she went to a shepherd and presented herself to him 
m order to commit illegal sexual intercourse. iMter, 
she gave birth to a child and claimed that it belonged 
to Jurayj. The people, therefore, came to him and 
dismantled his hermitage and expelled him out of it 
and abused him. Jurayj performed the ablution and 
offered prayer and came to the child and said , ‘Oh 
child! Who is your father?' The child replied, ‘The 

* h^n^d (After hearing this) the people said, ‘We 

* rc huildyour hermitage of gold,' but he said, 

the f ii n °!^ n Z bat mud.' (The third was the child of 
nursiti lady from Banee Israaeel was 

breast when a handsome 
‘Oh Allaah! Make rn y 
fac^jhfT^f—^LJho f the child lef t her breast an d 
like IQh ^Allaah / p 0 n0 j ma ke me 

. L . "-JJiyp jtarted to suckle her brea st 

- ‘ AslfTw e 
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°** r 

*• d,lW[ . y , the child is named before the 
ZTJZ IZS, bar no. been done, then the child 
should be named on the seventh day. 

^ J A’j ** iil' j Ji °jS. 

J ^ SCi jJL) 4s, ii, 

fitted Abon aa 

nt n n[ i , Moosaa . 

«*,J '"»* * 4 . toV *« b„r„ 

*< ‘“hneek / * 

J0r hi m with 


v 0 4 n , 

P- 430-1 „ 

*• no. 645 . 
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, f(i \Uaah's blessing upon him 
dOff' 40 

B mrrf him to me. 


and 


J U* .. • : J« & f\ ft & 
j^ ( *> ail > ^ ^ *> 

U ^ <d)^>> If' * f 

• 0 \yi 'fi I jjlJ V^> *"' ^ S^' 

«i j» W ^ i$*-d j»L») A^lp ill' 

.iliju id.) a. id-j s? d!' ^ ^ Ljdi 


Narrated Anas Ibn Maalik ^ ...Umnt Sulaym 
gave birth to a boy. Aboo Talhah asked me 
lAnas] to take care of the child until it was 
taken to the Prophet #, and said ‘Umm Sulaym 
sent some dates along with the child. ’ The 
Prophet % took the child on his lap and asked if 
there was something with him. The people 
replied , ‘Yes a few dates.’ The Prophet M 1°°^ 
a date, chewed it , took some of it out of his 


bOieeh i 


V01, 1 ' P ' 272 • no. 376. Note thatihis tradmo 1 " 1 * 
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Sarmted Jaabir A “A boy ms born for a man 
among us, and the man named him Al-Qaasim. 
We said to him , ‘We wi// not call you Abul- 
Qaasim, nor will we respect you for that. ’ The 
Prophet # was informed about this incident , and 
* e said, 'Name your son ‘Abdur-Rahmaan. 42 
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Ibn (mm* reported that Allaah ’.v Messen 
umi. -The names dearest to AUaah are ‘Abrf * 
and kbdur-Rahmaan. ” 43 Ulh °h 

Jli Jli Jl* tf CJtT, ^J| - . 

tU -^ ^ ^ ^ 0^ " :jJLj ^ 

fUj i>3 Jj, ^ jj, - 

„ ; .. , 

•VJ V>- 

A r hno Wahb al-Jushamee + whn 
Companion of the Prophet & T* ‘ he 

Wing, “Call yourselves by fh P ep0rted him * 
p rophets. The name rt ‘ mmes °f the 

Mdullaah and < A Z T™* ‘° Allaah ™ 
Unnrith (Ploughman) n h 1 ^ 1 ’ the truest are 

and ‘be worst are Hr, f Ia ? tmaam (energetic) 

(bitter).” « Haro (war) and Murrah 

: (^-J 4-lt aI)| i' f.. ,, , 

•m* ..£*'**?**&«!» 

^ *Ui xx jigj, ft -\ 

'^zrr 

m ’ P no. 5315 

^nap a. 

Daa »°<X: vol. 3 

’ p no. 4 ] 4 q ^ no 4932. Saheeh Sunan Ab# 


jS*'* 

Smurah Ibn Jundub ^ reported: Allaah’s 
\imtnger $ forbade us to give our servants the 
following four names: Aflah (Successful), Rabaah 
(Profit), Yasaar (Wealth), and Naafi’ (Beneficial). 46 
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tt^ut sail \ trodden U P ,ha( 

V*" s < •',«»?;,* 

,intss*° uli . The ProP he > ‘M<! ez 

«.«»•' ^%-^TVb. t 
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.Mi. '*x>. **2 jtz* ***& 

S* " c 1 ii«*'m»“ n''*"” ‘atfSlW '“'” 

-e) and cflZ ^ u w r K (war) afl . aZ- 

7 j name a ar j •* 

anged On n cha nged * ne h[ a l- 

ilm (P^)- H Un u e s) and called nu 
U«k (° ne f°J up). He ganged the 

ludiaji' (one " °^r- ra i l (barren) and ca 
ame of a land Afire*} ^ name Shab 
Oiadrah (green). He guidance). He 

jl-Hudaa (mountain path * (c/l ,Mren of 
changed the name Z Ban00 al-Rushdah 

fornication) and cal t /, e right path). 

(children 0/ a woman w Mughwiyah 

He changed the ^.f^Tures and goes 
(children 0/ a woman D„ noo Rushdah 



Aboo Daawood further said: / omiH . 
chains of these for the sake of brevity. - ^ 


M-Khitaan: Is it compulsory or not ? 
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^ spJ' 4* 4UI j . . 

< viO* ^ At 
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SI‘‘(ietSuliaRainer, 'Sexual Pleasure in Marnage , p. 

6 ) 

1.779. Saheeh Muslim: vol. 1, 


51 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: vol. 7, p. - 
5. Sunan Abee Daawood: vol 


516, no. 

1 .1, p. 13, no. 53. 


159.no. 495., 

Imaam al-Hasan al-Basaree, Imaam Aboo Haneefah and 

scholars say that it is not compulsory, but that i 
ded Sunnah. 


Hanbalee scholars say 
recommended Sunnah. 

Their evidences for this opinion are: 

(1) The nation found inMusnari An™ ^ 

C,rCUmcisi0 " * Sunnah for manT ^ “ * hlCh ^ Prophet « s 

IPsiSSH-X; 

0 ) Imaam 4 H ». no n 

to &*•%*, ssi , mpUl * 

SI of circi 
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Narrated Aboo Huroyrah Allcuih s Messenger 
said, “Ibraaheem # did his circumcision with an 

adze 5 at the age of eighty. ” 5R 


The circumcision of girls 59 

j&u cj\if o\ ja\ j\ <ukp 

'4 4 ^4 H" 4 ii' J-* y ’ 1 

• 4 ' vj'. s-^'j 3 'j 4 

woman al 'Ansaareeyah said: A 

'''adccnah ti p per f orm circumcision in 

CUt scver elj a ' ,h° PhC ' * said 10 her > “ Do not 
more d «irablp f ' ‘ S belter M a woman and 
CJor « husband. ” 60 
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ndo^ 


c ^io9 i ^ 

. 0 c of lhe P P that lhe up e vet* asU 


" ^ e lha t even wally esse ttual ** t0 lead a 

«*■?* therefore, ^ in o£* *** 

* et , U {t0 tn the verV , dee ds ^ br S h0 truly 
deedS U lhe s °° d Hence, P are JL e nce in 

•:r*~<sS£ “ uiiimate 

* M ‘‘ , i;°x^ s » wab ‘“' T “- ree,n ' 

rteUfue- as ^ laan bd * 


>4,,> ,fcgij £3 '> ' ^ ^ u '^ 


“0 you who Beiieve'. Ward-off from yourselves and 
your famihes a Five whose fuel will be men and 
stones...” 61 


'V'B recommended andT^oW^TT -- 

»oJt recommended. According, i 0 i m „„ /' Ima om Maalik ,i, 
r™ » recommended bonus obtmatoVl ^ A f*mad. cnrunT S< 

8r >d an., 








Soorah al-Munaafiqoon, 

4 &/>Ji JJb iidjii iii> °j^- ^' 

‘'0 you who believe! Let not your properties or your 
children divert you from the remembrance of 
Mlaah. \nd whoever does that, then they are the 
losers.” 62 
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of this won 

in the sight 

t of hope.” 


members of 
mcouoned 


e y we wi " be asked about them. As it was 
1 we a " be asked regarding our families. 

9 Worldly riches 
n the religious r - ' 
deludes every act of 

*=:5St«s 


«uhe above tateeliutai 
Al-Munoajiqooir. eh. 6 J , , 
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ihe Day 0 f i urt M aah ® 

*» «® away f™ l ° hel 
Vt-A-i y bom one a 


Soorah ash-Shoorah. ch. 42, v 


are but fleeting sources of 
roan from his devotion to Allaah. 
-F service and goodness, every 

-,i requires of us. 

s- If we are unable to fulfil 
cannot help us on 
^ uiamp . du ties because we 
a the Dav nfV he Day of Judgement. 
as roeniioned m lh u ud B e roent, instead they 
^"^Qur'aan: ch. 80. v. 

(the of 

hls w ‘te and his chiM his *Nl a ^ of 

en °ugh to make h h dren * Evervm* ’ fath! an n <* 
w iU be bright i u h ‘T. Carel ^s of oth 4n thai C ’. atl d fr 0m 

° ther faces that £* wm a ^ d , rei ° ici « 6 aUh mt ^t^ Ve 

hcm ' -* *«>*« Xtr *2: > 

'£S?; t <Z2£L 


“To Mlaata belong tbe Kingdom of the heavens an e e 

He creates what He wills (and plans). He bestows (children) 
male or female according, to His Will (and Plan), Rfc bestows 
female (offspring) upon whom Re Wilis, and bestows male 
(offspring) upon whom Re Wilis.” 
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n tuq^aan-- 

(others) with Miaah, to (sald Luqmaan), it 

highest wrongdoing— O^J see d and it 

there is (but) the weight of a mus 
were (hidden) in a rock, or (anywhere') «t the 
heavens or on earth, Miaah will bring it forth, tor 
Miaah understands tbe finer mysteries, (And) is 
well acquainted (with them). O my sold Establish 
tegular prayer, enjoin what is just, and forbid what 
iswrons; and hear with patient constancy whatever 
beiails you*, for this is firmness (of purpose) in (the 
conduct of) affairs. Mid do not swell vour cV * - 
pride) at men, nor •—* 


is firmness (of purpose) in (the 
ind do not swell your cheek tf™. 
aoe) al men, nor walk in insolence th™ ?, 

earth*, for Miaah does not love anv o ^ ^ 
master. \rvr\ Via __ . a ^y arrooani 


p* ^ ^ l>iT ^jJtj \ 

4 LLS Uj jT yi ^ ^ 


“\nd those who believe and their offspring 63 f 0 n 0w 

tTw F fU' t0 thm Sha “ We j° in their offspring 

and We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds 
" “*""*■ E ™» is a pledge for JJS 
he has earned.” 64 

L iri°M*J ?£**■ ^ ° f *“ “ 

on *e lslaamic educate, * u h f' glven speciflc guidelines 
important fundamental ? children. Certainly the mosl 
W there is children, is Taw heed. In this 

^ **** to his son Miaah e .^ 0r . Musllm P arents in Luqmaan’s 
■ A1 >aah, the Most High, says: 
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for the harshest of sounds without doubt, is 
the braying of the ass.” 65 


and the 
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To summarise, Euqmaan advised his son 

(?) Do not join in worship, others with Allaah, for this is the 
greatest wrongdoing. 

(V) That indeed, Allaah has Knowledge of the smallest objects in 
the heavens and earth, He Alone understands their finer mysteries 
and is capable of bringing them forth. 

fcl Establish regular prayer. 

^ ^hat is just, and forbid what is wrong. 

W pattern with the hardships that befall you. 

If) beeiate of falling into false pride. 

'•‘bomMlaahdSe^' 1 ' eMr0 ^ ant ' 50aSters ’ ^ or suc * 1 are l ^ e ones 
moderate ht p we . 

^r^^-^rdte harshest of sounds is that of the 
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*“ SaiwW M* 11 ’ 1,ou “ wm ‘0 my son! 
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shirk. 


on making their child 


Lu <jmoan 


If the child is 


•s^tatCvT^evenwaUv HbSs to be misguided by Satan, 
be child should be taught that the very purpose of man’ s creation 
s to worship AUaah Alone and not to associate anything with it. 
That man was not created to struggle for wealth and status, rather 
the honourable are those who strive in AUaah’ s cause 
martyrdom is the greatest of honours. ’ ^ 


created to struggle for wealth and status, rather 

ate those who strive in Allaah’s cause and 
greatest of honours. ’ 
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h found in 
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A p. 414 , no. 6 ^ 9 . 
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JJT ‘ maam Ahmad Ash-Shaykh al-Albaance W . 
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Tta m must be taught the correct way of worship and ,he 
importance of the correct intention, which is to make all actions 
tor the sake of Mlaah Alone. 
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" Mus,lad lmaam Ahm<uI ash-Shajkh al-Albaanee has authenticate ,w 
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leifonn salaah regularly, for they are now old enough lo realise 
it obligation of salaah. If they fail to do so, they must be 
disciplined. Furthermore, if there is more than one child in the 
ton* their beds must now be separated. 
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Narrated by ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas H fr, that 
(he Prophet # said, “When your children attain the 
age of seven, insist upon them offering salaah 
(regul a rl y), and when they are ten years old , punish 
them if they do not, and have separate beds for them 
(lo sleep on). ” 71 
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Narrated Ibn ‘Abbaas *: I stayed overnight in the house 
o/my aunt Maymoona bint al-Haarith (the wife of the 
Prophets) while the Prophet was there with her during her 
“ighi turn. The Prophet % offered the ‘Ishaa’ prayer (in the 
•usque), returned home and after having prayed four raka 
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ro more raka’aat. Then he slept and I heard 
(after a while) he left for the (Fajr) prayer . 73 


Training for fasting 
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Narrated Ar-Rubay'i bint Mu'awadh «&>: “The Prophet % 
sent a messenger to the village of the Ansaar on the 
morning of the day of ‘Aashooraa’ (10th of Muharram) to 
announce, 4 Whoever has eaten something should not eat 
but complete the fast, and whoever is observing the fast 
should complete it”’ She further said, u Since then we used 
to regularly fast on that day and also make our boys fast. 

thl n US€d i° r y ke t0ys °f wool for them, boys and if any of 
em cued, he was given the toys until it was the time of 
breaking the fast. ” 74 




In ahadeeth narrated by ‘Abdul 

‘Aas * the Prophet $ sold, “When ;?our children 


^ Mfc tee soomi vrtadk statt vj'vt\v Sooratul-Huj uraat 

^feeQiiT'aaiv, 


-Bukhaaree 


Saheeh ai-Bukhaaree - . no\. 


69 








Z7 ZmthfyZe %T ° fferin S 

'forthemZtefon).”” “^*^2 

^an d , ai rtreatmentofchj|dren 

» te iJr£r t * *Ste' chT d ce c even H today ’ s ° me 

“^dwhenth ^ 

^"^sssvsr 


See 


fo ^te T 


The- 


«iv e 


Af ab s 




SS£sS.*>. 

H fOnk«. Wa rs a 


ate ""w 


r < 


n ^Z 


or *«<*!, 

heri« dish0n °^t heirdeClS,On ' ^treatment 

***** lv stated^f^ s oW 

f&&s2 &=£5 

sssf-ri’se-”” 

*«ent,J« tllkein . V . 

j>3 ijI a?' f'i ^ ^ J* ' 

\5ioO>' 

II is related by Anas 4> that the Prophet # said, “The 
believer who bears the responsibility of two daughters 
and supports them unil they attain puberty, then he 
and I will be as close to one another like this on the 
Day of Judgement. ” Anas & adds that the Prophet g 
demonstrated by joining the fingers of his hand • imt 

® ,he fingers mre close to one another, then inth„ 
me way, the believer will be close to him „ ,i ^ 

of Judgement." me t0 h ™ on the Day 
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It u namited that a very poor woman , wif/t two 
oaushtm. came to 'Aa'ishah's «* place to beg. 

'Kq ixhah 4 had only one date with her at that time 
***** ^ Rave to the woman. The woman broke the 
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wH> She did not cat anything of it herself. After 
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w OB uie had. toe donation made to one's children. It also jives a clear 
okutn to one must observe equate, and justice while jiving donations In 
Wschdditn, such tot none at tom should be given preference nver „,u 
i*»lk jurists are ot rhe view that the male child should he ” ° lhMS ' 
mudtv \iiMv \i« kmait c\u\d. TV« piekieate ot one over ihe h lV/ ' ce as 
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It is narrated that a very poor woman, with two 
daughters, came to ‘Aa’ishah’s & place to beg. 
‘Aa’ishah had only one date with her at that time 
which she gave to the woman. The woman broke the 
date into two parts and gave one part each to the 
girls. She did not eat anything of it herself. After 
some time the Prophet & came, and Aa y ishah & 
related the incident to him, upon which he remarked, 

“The believing man or woman upon whom falls the 
responsibility of daughters, and he or she discharges 
the responsibility well and treats them with affection, 
the daughters will become a means of freedom, for 
him or her, in the Hereafter. ” 82 


Treating children equally 

The Messenger of Allaah % has emphasised that parents be just 
and fair to all children, especially when they reward them with a 
gift. One child must not get more than the others. This is because 
justice and equality are pleasing to Allaah, whereas discrimination 
gives rise to mutual hatred and jealousy. Such children do not 


8: Saheeh al-Bukhaaree : vol. 2, p. 285, no. 499. Saheeh Muslu 
1384, no. 6362. 
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Soheeh Muslim: 
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\ij\ 'J\i3 \luSii 4 j CJ^ini OjP Jl3 Xjpi Si ^\p J\3 

\jJj\S YJ\i ij\ iSjl^j 

Nu‘maan ibn Basheer 4» reported: My father 
conferred a gift upon me, and then brought me to 
Allaah’s Messenger jgto make him a witness to it. He 
& said, “Have you given such to every son of yours, 
as you have given to Nu‘maan?” He said, “No. ” The 
Prophet M said. “Don't you expect goodness from 
them as you expect from him?” He said, “Yes, of 
course!” He Msaid, “I am not going to bear witness 
to it as it is injustice. ” Ibn ( Awn one of the narrators 
said: Verily, we narrated that he had said, “Observe 
equity amongst your children. ” 84 
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conferred a gift upon me, and then brought me to 
Allaah’s Messenger jgto make him a witness to it. He 
& said, “Have you given such to every son of yours, 
as you have given to Nu‘maan?” He said, “No. ” The 
Prophet M said. “Don't you expect goodness from 
them as you expect from him?” He said, “Yes, of 
course!” He Msaid, “I am not going to bear witness 
to it as it is injustice. ” Ibn ( Awn one of the narrators 
said: Verily, we narrated that he had said, “Observe 
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r. j s i aam ^ religion is the only scale of measurement to 

* l sood or the bad of a person, and not social status. If a 
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tit of the Prophet % then naturally his social status will be 
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“So their Lord accepted of them (their supplication 
and answered them), ‘Never will I allow to be lost 
the work of any of you, be he male or female. You 
are (members) one of another... 90 
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Sw * A that the entire ceremony be easy and simple. Needless 
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»* dnktensd"^^ ^" ^“ven equal 

iJawTh fetam^To'te obedient to parents ^andtoshow 
ondness to them, has been enjoined in the Holy Qur aan with the 
Oneness and Worship of Allaah. It has been thus enjoined in such 
manner that it appears that among human deeds, to obey parents 
^ lreat 1116111 W1 th respect and kindness, is next only to Divine 
whip. The Prophet $ has also lain stress upon the rights of 
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anything in worship with Him, and the second command was to 
be kind, good and obedient to parents. 


jj.jit'jlUj dj I f jliJ Slj iUt Ijliij 

“And worship All a ah, and join none with Him in 
worship; and do good to parents... ” 96 

^ erSe ’ are commar >ded to worship Allaah Alone, and 

Him and ill* ° U '^ not j° in or make an y partner in worship with 
Him, and to be good and dutiful to our parents. 
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Bestow on them Your Mercy, as they cherished me 
and brought me up when I was small. w 98 
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Allaah has praised His two Prophets (The Prophet Yahyaa and th 
Prophet ‘Eesaa fV-K, SbUdl I—in the Holy Qur’aan as the 
sincere worshipers of His and obedience to their parents: 
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And Ofahyaa) was dutiful to his parents, and he 
was netther arrogant nor disobedient (to Allaah or 
to his parents).” 101 
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heat Muslim brothers and sisters, imagine what rights lslaam has 
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A bud-Dardaa & narrated that when a man came to 
him and said , “I have a wife whom my mother 
commands me to divorce , ” he replied to the man that 
he had heard Allaah y s Messenger ggsay , (( A parent is 
the best of the gates of Paradise; so if you wish , keep 
to the gate, or lose it. ” 106 
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temaa bint Abe * Mflkkah) t0 meet her. Her 

P« g « customs audMut/s.so 
Asmaa * enquired from the Prophet #asto how she 
was to treat her- whether she should have nothing to 
do with her, as she was a Pagan, or treat her as a 
daughter should, and show kindness to her. The 
Prophet Si told her to be kind and considerate, and 


in some other ahaadeeth the Prophet % has explained that serving 
the mother, the maternal aunt and maternal grandmother, are 
among the acts by whose piety, even the repentance of a great 
sinner and evil-doer is accented and he is foreiven. 
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behave towards her as was a mother's due from a 
daughter. 108 


Serving parents is preferable to Jihaad 

Jihaad is compulsory for the Muslim community. A Muslim 
should take permission from his parents to go for Jihaad, but 
when an enemy of Islaam attacks the Muslim rights or their 
country, then he does not require the permission of his parents. 
When the parents of a person are in need of his help and 
attention, then it is preferable for him to serve them than to go on 
Jihaad. 
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Then to Me will be v m repentance and obedience. 
Me will be your return, and I shall tell you 
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to be obeyed when it involves disobedience to the 
Creator." 


Supporting and taking care of parents 

It is the duty of the Muslim children to support and look after 
their parents. It is very strange that many people use the excuse 
that they have to look after their own family, and hence it is very 
difficult for them to financially support their parents. In Islaam, 
parents have first priority in regard to their children. The Holy 

Qur’aan and the Sunnah of the Prophet M has focused on this 
very issue: 
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Prophet M and said, ‘Apostle of Allaah 0 I have 
property and children, and my father finishes my 
property.’ He replied, ‘You and your property belong 
to your father; your children come from the best of 
what you earn; so enjoy from the earnings of your 
children.’ " 6 


This shows that provision for the maintenance of parents is 
obligatory on a child if they are poor. If a child <’not give 
provision to his parents, they are allowed to taka ft rom his 
property without his permission. This is the opinion of hnaam 
Ash-Shafi l ee. Other scholars do not stipulate this condition. 
According to them, provision for parents is incumbent on their 
children whether they need it or not. 


A son can advise his parents 


** £•* 'i * $ ciu *Ji JV5 ij $ 

** f- & S j\ rfc 4 


^ ^ t)l Ll lL ’* 1 \ \ \ 1 ‘. o . A . t , f 

... • ^lkl> iJjii 

j,. i,- . 

sf! S-("i .Uafr 


, \VW d ° 

v tat^ er ' rtt a t\d 




> f Ti ^W»o* ,e48e ^S 0 “* 

„>» 1* “ 0 ,«t»' , *91 *»»* Satan- 

i- s father- 


„ ^ *,*<» c^fuITone °f 

important should see thaUheU 

7m tad toe. Ma V Mtoh gWe us the courage to 
invite the people 10 the truth! 

The great sin ot disobeying parents 

hie time that die parents need to be looked after most carrot,, • 
m their o\d a 6 e, and to serve diem devotedW IT. Carefu 'W > IS 
Ptemj, to Mlaah, and consequently \t \ s l n M SUle ls most 
Paradise. 7 Us an easy way to attain 

v ^jd*VL^t‘\ *> - 





when g e0< *, \V^ e tb ! re b^ e 
irfop *So»< ri f“| for W'P pro" 1 ' 

JM fc«> rut ' ® ie „ts!’ TP'S “ if d among 1 
tt*> ol "’J , 0 f form® 1 ' f )U f . mankind tht 
S P ever the loso 

ive passed a j u9 


jj t^yr ji y&i jup djjjjj ay*! y. n ;ji 
"ilyt j>jj 

Abo# Hurayrah 4* relates that the Prophet M said, 
“May he be disgraced , may /ie be disgraced , may be 
be disgraced!” “Who?” the Sahaaba enquired. “The 
person whose parents , or any one oft ain old- 

age during his lifetime and he does not earn Paradise 
(by being kind-hearted and dutiful to them)!” 118 


Therefore, anyone who gets an opportunity to serve his parents in 
their old-age and does not benefit himself from it (to attain 
Paradise), undoubtedly, he is a most wretched person. 
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stories. But such children must not forgot that Adl&ah has doclarod 
that people of this nature will deserve severe punishment from 
Him and that they are the losers, If they don’t make sincere 
repentance. 
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Just as the Prophet ^ declared serving ones parents well as an act 
of great virtue, he condemned being disobedient to them, or 
harming them, as a most serious and detestable sin. 
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understood, is that the supplication of parents is most likely to be 
accepted. 
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When asked about the major sins , fhe Prophet # 
replied , “To associate anyone with Allaah , to disobey 
ones parents , to kill unlawfully and to give false 
evidence . ” 121 


The above-mentioned acts have been c ‘Akbarul- 

Kabaa’ir’, the most serious of the major sins. The order in which 
the Prophet $£ mentioned them, shows that the disregard of 
parents rights is next only to Shirk (polytheism) and it is even 
more serious than murder! 
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The Prophet M has said , "To abuse one’s parents is 
also a major sin. ” He was asked, “Can anyone abuse 
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serving, to atone fot one's sins. Mtet then death, one should pray 
lot their forgiveness and treat their relatives and friends with due 
respect. In the Holy Qur'aan, Muslims have been urged to pray 
lot the salvation of their parents as shown in the verse*. 
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The Prophet Ibraaheem prayed for the forgiveness of his 
father: 
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“Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) 
the believers on the Day when the Reckoning will be 
established.” 124 
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“Ibraaheem said: Peace be on you (my father). I 
will ask Forgiveness of my Lord for you. Verily! He 
is to me, Ever Most Gracious.” 


Forgive my father, verily he is of the erring.” 125 
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torgiveness of his 
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they are the dwellers of the Fire (because they died 
in a state of disbelief). 

And Ibraaheem’s invoking (of Allaah) was only 
because of a promise he (Ibraaheem) had made to 
him (his father). But when it became clear to him 
(Ibraaheem) that he (his father) is an enemy to 
Allaah, he disasociated himself from him. Verily, 
Ibraaheem was al-Awwah (would invoke Allaah 
with humility, glorify Him and remember Him 
much), and was forbearing.” 127 
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And our final supplication is: 

Wal-hamdu lillaahi rabbiU'aalameen 
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% ABOUT THIS BOOK 


The Islaamic Faf^f Sidelines' is a title inspired by verse 
soorah at-Tahreem. 


-O yoo who believe! Ward-ofT from yourselves and 
voor familv a fire whose fuel is men and stones.” 


Aliaah orders us to protect ourselves and our families from 
thebeilfire. 


The book covers most of the social issues related to parents, 
husbands, wives and children. It is beneficial for all members 
of the family, those starting out on family life and those 
families, which have already developed as a basic unit of 
society. 
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